
 MES teachers and students have been very busy!  Here is a quick glance at some of the special 

events that have happened during the month of September. 

 

Homecoming Parade 

 Many students and families enjoyed participating in or watching the Homecoming Parade.  

This small parade went through the middle of Roaring Spring and ended at the football field.  This 

was a great way for the community to show their school spirit and Dragon Pride! 

 

Yellow Day/Blue Day 

 The MES Student Council has already been hard at work!  Students and staff at both Spring 

Cove Elementary and Martinsburg Elementary enjoyed Student Council-sponsored dress down days 

and made donations to benefit Cancer research and Pulmonary Fibrosis research.  Students and staff 

were asked to wear yellow on one day and blue on another.  A total of $1,200 was raised for these 

two events!  It is great to see the kindness and thoughtfulness of others displayed during events such 

as these!  Thank you all for showing your children how important it is to care about others! 

 

3rd Grade Dictionary Distribution 

 The Rotary Club completed their annual distribution of dictionaries to the third grade class.  

Students take great pride in owning a personal dictionary.  MES students and faculty thank the   

Rotary Club for this annual act of kindness!  

 

 We begin each day at MES with morning announcements.  These morning announcements 

include “Words of Wisdom” or announcements that correlate with our Second Step curriculum.  It is 

our hope that these “positive words” will help start our students, faculty, and staff off on the right 

foot each day.  While education is a main priority at MES, we also strive to create a positive, caring 

environment because we are working to “build a foundation of excellence...one student at a time.” 

 I want to encourage you to do the same.  Life can throw all of us curveballs at any moment.  

It is how we respond to those challenging circumstances that makes us who we are.  Our responses 

and attitudes as adults and parents help shape our children’s attitudes and personalities.  As I share 

over the morning announcements each morning...with something to think about, this is Mrs.  

Pritchett.  Make it a great day...or not.  The choice is yours! 

 

“Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference!” ~Winston Churchill 
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From the Principal’s Desk 



 This is a reminder that the school district will use the 

automated system,  School Messenger, to contact you with important            

information such as reminders of special events and notifications of any early dismissals from 

school.  The School Messenger system is able to contact ONE phone number and ONE email       

address.  The automated calls can only be made to the number listed as “Student Home Phone” on 

the Registration Update, which is completed at the start of each school year...either through InfoSnap or 

the paper registration process.    

 Therefore, the number provided should be the number that you wish to have School          

Messenger call. School Messenger is also able to contact ONE email address, if provided.   

 Throughout the school year, it is important that you notify the school of any changes 

in phone numbers, mailing/electronic addresses, or emergency contact persons.  
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Six-Day Rotation Schedule 
 No one wants to think about this, but as Winter approaches, we must.  We have a certain procedure 

in place in the event of any school cancellations.  If we cancel school on any given day, the day we return 

will be the same cycle day as that missed day was to be.  For instance, if school is cancelled on a Tuesday that 

is a Day 4, the next day, Wednesday (assuming that is when we return to school), will be a Day 4.  In other 

words, we are not skipping any days out of the six day cycle.   

We would like to invite all 4th & 5th grade parents to an evening informational session 

regarding the new standards-based report cards.  These report cards were implemented 

for 3rd grade last year, so the 4th grade parents will be more familiar with these than the 

5th grade parents.  This is an evening set aside to provide you with some information  

regarding the development and purpose of these report cards.  You will also get a “sneak 

peek” at the report card template at this meeting.  This will be held at Martinsburg      

Elementary on October 25th at 7:00pm.  We hope to see you there!  If you are the    

parent of a 3rd grader and are new to our school, you are also welcome to attend! 

 Provine has scheduled our school picture retake date for Wednesday, October 12, 2016.  To have your 

child’s picture retaken, it is required by Provine to have the student return his/her original packet of pictures at 

the time of retakes.  If your child is new to the district and having his/her picture taken or was absent the day 

of pictures, please send a completed order form and payment to school with your child on the 12th.  Order 

forms are available in the school office.  Thank you. 
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Attendance Policy 

 The attendance policy was included in the student handbook; however, it has recently been re-

vised.  You are encouraged to take a close look at board policy number 204.  The district’s attendance 

policy correlates with the Pennsylvania compulsory attendance laws.  There are several pieces of the    

district’s policy that I would like you to review.  They are listed below. 

 1.  Students are required to have a medical excuse from a licensed physician after the                 

accumulation of 10 days of absence.  Absences beyond this without a medical excuse will be marked   

unexcused. 

 2.  Written excuses must be turned in to the office within three days of the absence.  Once three 

days have passed, the absence will be marked unexcused and cannot be reverted back.  

 3.  A total of three unexcused days are permitted during the course of a school year.  Any          

unexcused days accumulating above three must be taken to the district magistrate’s office as a truancy 

citation.  When you receive a letter notifying you of an unexcused day, this letter will be accompanied by 

PA Statutes and an ESAP flyer.  Please know that these accompany all such letters.  This is the district’s 

way of trying to be proactive.  Circumstances do happen that are not board-approved excusable absences.  

While it is 100% ok to utilize any of these unexcused days throughout the year, it is extremely important 

to remember that any more than 3 such days MUST be reported to the district magistrate’s office.  We 

want to do everything we can to prevent this from happening.  

 4.  Educational field trips are to be approved BEFORE the actual trip occurs.  Please complete an 

educational field trip form and submit it prior to the trip.  At least one week in advance is best; however, 

the sooner, the better.  The educational field trip forms can be found on the Martinsburg Elementary 

website.  They can also be picked up in the office or sent home with your child at your request. 

 Consistent attendance is extremely important to your child’s academic success.  We appreciate 

your support with making sure your children are attending school on a regular basis. 

5th Grade Detention 

 Please remember that, as students grow older, responsibility increases.  In an effort to hold stu-

dents accountable and to prepare them for the future, consequences are needed.  During Meet the 

Teacher night, the 5th grade teachers shared information regarding 5th grade detention.  We utilize a sys-

tem in this grade level in which students receive one after school detention for every 5 negative marks.  

This can include, but is not limited to:  not completing homework, behavior problems, and not complet-

ing classwork.  If your child earns enough marks, you will receive a phone call from the teacher and/or 

principal in regards to detention. 



Need to contact us? 

Martinsburg Elementary:  814-793-2014 

Administrative Office:  814-224-5124 

Website:  http://scsd.schoolwires.net 

Please remember that all students are to 

arrive at school no later than  8:40am.  If 

your child is late (even by a few minutes), 

please be sure to walk your child in.  

He/she will need signed in by an adult in 

this case.  NEVER drop your student off 

after the arrival time without walking 

him/her into the building.  Thank you! 


